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Ghana becomes 

a major trading 
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exchanging salt 

(needed to stay 
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new ties with 
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Asia

Mali becomes 

center of learning 

as Muslim 

merchants and 

scholars come to 

the empire

Like Ghana, 

Mali’s power 

fades when 

raiders attack 

from the north 

and provinces 

become 

independent

One of those 

provinces, 

Songhai
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becomes the 

next leading 

state in West 

Africa, gaining 

control of trade 

and expanding 

its borders by 

conquest

The era of great 

trading empires 

in West Africa 

comes to an 

end in the late 

1500s when 

Songhai

falls to 

conquerors 

from North 

Africa


Chapter 2:  The Civilization of Africa

SECTION 1.   The Bantu Migration
Objectives:
(1) Describe the physical features of Africa
(2) Trace the migrations of the Bantu-speaking peoples
(3)  Identify the contributions made by the Bantu-speaking peoples to other African cultures
Key Terms

savanna:  
gently rolling land covered by grasses, occasional trees, and thorny bushes

oasis:  
vegetation fed by underground water, surrounded by desert

migration:  movement of people from one place to another
clan:  
group of families who trace their roots to the same ancestor
Key People and Places

Sahara:  the largest desert in the world, it stretches across North Africa
Physical Geography
· Rain Forests

· Located on either side of the Equator

· Plenty of year-round rainfall supports many trees, plants, and animals

· Grasslands

· Savanna located north and south of the rain forests

· Most farming takes place here

· Deserts

· Lie beyond the savanna

· Sahara– largest desert in the world– stretches across North Africa

· Oases, supporting vegetation with underground water, occasionally found in the desert

· Plateaus

· Cover much of the continent of Africa

· Steep cliffs mark point where they meet coastal plains
The Bantu Speakers
· Migration

· Occurred about 2,000 years ago with groups of people moving from West Africa to the south

· For about 1,000 years the Bantu-speakers migrated to find more land for  growing population

· Among the largest population movements in human history

· Effects on African Culture

· Sometimes Bantu-speakers joined existing groups and married people from other cultures they encountered; these societies adapted to Bantu-speaking culture

· Introduced new crops, like yams and bananas

· Taught how to make iron weapons and tools

· Left behind their languages as they moved on; about 180 million Africans speak Bantu languages today

· At other time Bantu-speakers drove out people they found in a new area

· Bantu-speakers learned new ways of farming and raising livestock depending on new environment
EXAMPLE OF A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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SECTION 2:  The Kingdoms of West Africa
Objectives:  
(1) Identify the role that gold and salt played in West African trade
(2) Describe the successive trade empires that arose in West Africa
(3) Explain how Islam influenced the West African empire of Mali

Key Terms

silent barter:  
trading without speaking

province:  

small regions of a country
Key People and Places

Mansa Musa:  
Mali ruler who greatly expanded the empire

Sundiata:  

military leader who founded Mali

Mali:  

empire located in the Upper Niger Valley

Ghana:  

first West African gold-for-salt trade empire

Tombouctou:  
city built by Mansa Musa; center of learning and trade 

Songhai:  
province that broke away from Mali and became the leading state in West Africa
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SECTION 3:  Trading States of East Africa
Objectives:
(1) Explain what cultures influenced the ancient kingdoms of Aksum and Ethiopia
(2) Describe the role of trade in the ancient city-states of East Africa
(3) Identify the role that Great Zimbabwe played in East African trade
Key Terms

city-state:  
a city that has its own government and often controls much of the surrounding land
Swahili:  
“of the coast,” and refers to the culture and languages of a Bantu-speaking people
Key People and Places

Aksum:  
kingdom on the coast of northeastern Africa
Ethiopia:  
Christian kingdom founded in the mountains by the leaders of Aksum
Kilwa:  
city-state located on an island off the coast of what is now Tanzania

Great Zimbabwe:  kingdom in the highlands between the Zambezi and Limpopo rivers
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was established as a trading post on 

northeast coast of Africa by people from Arabia; 

Jews from Israel found refuge in 

Aksum

and 

mixed with farmers living there

Aksum

controlled major trade routes linking Africa 

with Europe and Asia, trading gold, ivory, and 

spices; contact with foreign merchants brought 

Christianity

Christianity became official religion of 

Aksum
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attracting Christians from North Africa and Europe 

who brought their art, education, and literature

Many city
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states developed south of 

Aksum
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trading with China, India, and Southwest Asia

People of 

Kilwa

and other city
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states on Africa’s 

east coast were descendants of Arabs and Bantu
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speaking peoples; culture and language were 

called Swahili

The Muslim city of 

Kilwa

traded gold, ivory, iron, 

and slaves for jewelry, cotton, porcelain, silk, 

wheat, rice, and other foods

Driven south by Muslim traders, the people of 

Aksum

set up the kingdom of Ethiopia and 

developed their own distinctive type of 

Christianity
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-
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