SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2016-2017
HMS GRADE 7 LANGUAGE ARTS

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

This summer all students entering grade 7 at Hackensack Middle School are
expected to complete a summer reading assignment. Research indicates that
summer reading improves academic performance. The goal of this
assignment is to help students prepare for the rigorous academic challenges
of 7™ grade.

Students should read at least one new book and then complete the attached
assignment. Students should follow the rules of formal writing (correct
grammar, complete sentences, proper punctuation, and proper
capitalization).

This assignment will count towards students’ Marking Period 1 grade. The
Summer Reading Assignment is due Monday, September 12,2016.

Students who do not complete the assignment by the due date or who are
new to the Hackensack School District will be required to read and use a short
text (assigned by their language arts teacher) to complete the Summer
Reading Assignment.

Have a wonderful summer!

HMS Grade 7 Language Arts Department



ASSIGNMENT: READING FICTION

(a “made-up” story with characters, setting, and plot details)

Choose a fictional novel that is grade-level appropriate and not a novel that you have
previously read. The novel can be historical, realistic, science, or mystery fiction. While
reading, take notes about the main character and about the novel’s biggest conflict. After
reading;-you-willuse your-notes-and-understanding-of the-book to complete two-graphic

organizers.

Main Character:

The main character is also called the protagonist and is the central or most important
character in a story around whom plot events are focused. The main character usually
undergoes a change as a result of the events in the story.

e While reading, jot notes about the character by asking yourself these questions:

What does the character look like?

What is the character feeling?

What is the character thinking?

How does the character act?

How does the character act towards other characters?
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2@1 Tip: How to Take Notes
¥  State the chapter and the characters involved. Include page numbers.
Example:

Chapter 1
page 2 - Douglas is 13 years old, tall for his age, and his family says he’s cute

page 6 - Douglas seems like he’s worried about starting at a new school.

Conflict:

Authors incorporate different types of conflicts in their stories. These conflicts drive the
action and create suspense in the novel. Conflicts can be internal (character vs. self) or
external (character vs. character, character vs. society, character vs. nature, character vs.
technology, character vs. the supernatural, etc.). An internal conflict occurs when a
character feels two opposite emotions or desires. An external conflict occurs when a
character struggles against an outside force that prevents him or her from being happy.

e While reading, jot notes about the conflict by asking yourself these questions:

What is the problem?

Who is involved in this conflict?

How is the main character handling the conflict?
Was he or she successful? Why or why not?
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Name: Date:

Character Organizer

Directions: Use your annotations to complete the following organizer. Identify examples of how
the main character acts, feels, looks, lives, says, and how he or she affects others.

Book Title: Author:

Acts Says

L

Character /,

Lives l Others’ Actions

Looks




Name:

Date:

Conflict Organizer

Directions: Please identify one internal and one external conflict present in your book. Be sure to identify the conflict
type, protagonist, antagonist, explain the conflict, and find two pieces of evidence from the text to support each

__confliet, - _

Internal Conflict — Character vs. Self

Protagonist: Antagonist:
What is the conflict?
Evidence from the text, Page :
Evidence from the text, Page :
External Conflict — Character vs.
Protagonist: Antagonist:

What is tHe conflict?

Evidence from the iext, Page :

Evidence from the text, Page :




